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possible the Hindu University. I have said many times that
I cannot claim to be a Hindu, because of my birth, but am
one in afl but that.

Thanking you for thinking of me,

Yours affectionately,
Annie Besant

This is a characteristic letter. It is a delicate one. It
shows how she felt the change that had come over the
Centra! Hindu College. It shows her devotion to her old
colleagues.  It shows how anguished she was that a solemn
undertaking was not fulfilled. It shows how grateful she
felt even for small remembrances from folk who them-
selves owed so much to her. It also shows how she honoured
the conventions of faith, and how despite her own personal
beliefs she would refuse to force herself into a place whence
conventions, however silly, barred her. I have preserved
this letter among my most prized possessions. Luckily the
University authorities, though they did not have the regu-
lations changed sufficiently to bring her and her ten col-
leagues permanently on the Court, got them changed
sufficiently to enable them to elect a non-Hindu, who was
on the first Court as a member thereof, even afterwards.
This was done specially for Mrs. Besant, and she, I believe,
was regularly re-elected as a member of the Court to
the last.

METHODICAL HABITS

How methodical Mrs. Besant must have been, and how
careful even about little details! She once discovered